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The 13th conservation season in Thailand led by an international 

group is nearly over. Mikaela, field work leader fr om UK and Por, 
teacher and community facilitator from Thailand wor ked together with 
assistants from Portugal (Karina), from Canada (Gwy neth) and from UK 
(Tom). The leading team worked with volunteers comi ng in turns at 
different times during three months. The season saw  a total of 26 
volunteers representing the following countries: Ca nada, Australia, 
UK, Netherland, Switzerland, Italy, Denmark, USA, F inland, and Thai-
land. Volunteers helped to carry out the daily cons ervation work and 
supported the teaching programme in the local schoo l.  

 

    Since the project is based in a local village, volunteers 
and other members of Naucrates team have the opport unity to learn 
about Thai culture.  Having volunteers from differe nt countries en-

riched even more the culture learn-
ing process, in fact people meet and 
work together for the same cause 
looking at things with different 
points of view.  
    

 The arrival and departure of volunteers from and t o the vil-
lage bring life and curiosity among local  people.  F riendship 
amongst volunteers happens as people share interest  and pas-
sion for endangered species, like turtles and for n ature con-
servation. Naucrates team will have the opportunity  to meet at 
the VIII Annual meeting in Cori, Italy on 10th Octo -
ber 2009.  
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A  group  of  8  persons  from  Point  Dume  Marine 

Science  School in Malibu, California, visited Ital y 
in  March.  Naucrates organized a day in  the country-
side learning how to make olive oil.  On 19th March,  
Naucrates received the group at the train station a nd 
drove them to the olive grove in Cori (LT).  

 
After  an  explanation  about  olive  trees,  local 

tradition and process of how to make olive oil  fol-
lowing organic  principles,  the  team spent  two  hours  
harvesting olives from two trees. Children climbed up 
trees and raked olives down onto the green net.  Two  

crates of olives were filled up. At lunch, Clau-
dio  prepared  a  fire  and  bruschetta  with  olive 
oil  was served. The group, who was part of the 
TEAM tsunami received an update on the progress 
of the conservation work in Thailand.  
 
In  the  afternoon,  they  visited  the olive  press 
in  the  village  where  they  could  see  the  whole 
process  and they  could  test  olive  oil  directly 
from the  press!  It  was  a  pleasure  to  have the 
group with us for a day and to be able to show 
them how to produce one of the main component of 
the Mediterranean diet and tradition. 



Overview of 2009 season 
In Thailand 

Greetings from Lions Village, We are coming to 
the end of the 2009 season here, the first and 
hopefully the last ‘None Nesting’ year on Ko Phra 
Thong. The focus of Naucrates conservation effort 
has like all years been the monitoring of the 
beaches of Ko Phra Thong and Ko Ra. The beaches on 
the island were walked daily and Ko Ra was moni-
tored twice a week, unfortunately without a nest 
being found. The lack of nesting may be due to the 
unusual weather of 2009, January saw cold water 
temperatures, jelly fish blooms and volunteers 
needing blankets to sleep in the village! February 

was better although the 
sea temperature was also 
colder than in previous years and March saw daily r ain 
storms, 2009 has been anything but boring! We have had 
one dead leatherback found at Kilometre 7 of beach 1 on 
22nd January, measurements were taken (1.7 m curved  
carapace length), and it appeared to have drowned a fter 
being entangled in rope which was very tight around  her 
throat. 
 

The Naucrates team doesn’t let a lack of nests get us 
down; we also have good news! 2009 saw an increase in 
the number of turtles seen from observations from t he 
rock, we have had 18 sightings, more than double th at of 
2008! The turtles also appear to be hanging around the 
observation area longer then in 2008, suggesting th ey 
are feeding here.  To check 
this out in March the team 

hit the water and as in previous seasons used reef 
check methods to assess the substrates, invertebrat es 
and fish in the area, we are still processing the d ata 
but we hope to see what the turtles are up to in be -
tween sightings, any discoveries will be reported v ia 
the newsletter. While conducting the survey the tea m 
was pleased to see new coral growth and many intere st-
ing fish and invertebrate species.  

 

During the season we have made some trips to Koh 
Pring to snorkel on the reef there, following our 
first trip we were shocked by the amount of rubbish , 
mostly ghost fishing nets that littered the reef, s o 
we came up with a plan to ‘Save Koh Pring’. A reef clean took place in March and 
was a great success we removed a large piece of fis hing net that was smothering the 
corals. There is as always more to be done!  

 

Aside from our field work we have also been 
busy improving the new environmental education cen-
tre in lions village, we’ve been busy gardening, 
cleaning and constructing to improve the facilities  
here.  During February, the group learnt all about 
shells, when Baz Payne arrived to volunteer, a keen  
shell enthusiast he soon had everyone impassioned 
and the Naucrates shell collection was collected, 
the best shell find of the day was awarded a beer 
chang at dinner! 

 
We have continued and tried to increase our 

collaboration with Golden Buddha beach resort and 
many guests took up our offer of lunch with the 
team and a talk about the work of Naucrates.  

 

 



 
 

      While the conservation fieldwork on turtles 
is interrupted during the rainy season, Naucrates 
together with MAP will continue the Community 
natural resource conservation and management pro-
ject and the Environmental and English teaching 
programme.  
      The project aims to introduce environmen-
tally friendly practices to improve the living 
conditions of the Lion Village Community strength-
ening the capacity of local community to implement 
conservation programs; establish a positive-
sustainable relationship between ecotourism, con-
servation and community economic development. 
So far, Por and Ning, organized a training for 
Thai massage, mangrove conservation activities, 

recycling, compost and tree planting.  
 
 

In Thailand the new school-year will start in May 2 009 and Por will 
be ready to start again the teaching programme.  

Volunteers are needed to assist her 
with the teaching programme.  

 
 

Volunteers will help us by bringing their 
skills and knowledge with a small economical 

contribution to cover their expenses. The 
team brings life and innovation to the local 

community encouraging them to understand that 
the development of ecotourism programmes 

could be a precious alternative and source of 
income for their future.  

 
As part of our weekly program volunteers received 
Thai lessons from Por and Information talks on 
Turtles, mangroves and coral reefs. We have also 
had some guest speakers, Baz Payne talked on sea 
shells, Barry spoke about sea grass, the Mangrove 
Action Plan (MAP) team and mangrove master Claudio 
taught us about mangrove forests and Monica came 
and gave her SEASTAR presentation to the team in 
March.  Thanks go to all.  
 
 
 

 
As we come to the end of the 2009 project, we 

would like to take this opportunity to thanks all 
the volunteers for their hard work and dedication, 
this project would be nothing with you!  
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Thanks to the hard work of the Naucrates staff and 
volunteers, another fun semester of school in Lion’ s Vil-
lage has drawn to a close. For three months, Piyapa t No-
kornchai has been teaching both English and conserv ation 
lessons to the small group of students in the Kriet  Pracha 
School. With help from the staff, she also visited the stu-
dents in the villages of Tapayoi and Toong Dap. In January, 
the lessons got off to a great start with the help of ex-
perienced teachers John and Leslie, who provided th e team 
with teacher training, excellent lesson plans, and fun ac-
tivities ideas for the semester.  

 
Some of the topics covered this year in English wer e 

simple verbs and phrases, buying and selling as wel l as di-
rection vocabulary, and lots of work on the alphabe t and 
phonetics. Most classes started off with a song, wh ich 
ranged from “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” to the Ca nadian 
classic, “There was a great big Moose”. The Naucrat es staff 
often reported that the voices of the students coul d be heard all the way across the 
village to Baan Tao.  

    In the conservation lessons, the students discu ssed sea turtles, mangroves, 
pollution, and the importance of recycling and comp osting. With the supervision of 
their teacher, Kruu Jiik, the students planted and grew a lush, green garden out-
side of their school. Using the tools, fertilizer a nd seeds donated by Naucrates, 
the children were able to eventually sell their veg etables in town with pride.  

 
     Once a week, the students would head down to 
the mangroves to examine their study area and 
record data about the growth of their trees. To 
finish off the school year, a mangrove drawing 
competition was held by Naucrates for all of the 
students on the island. Our artistic volunteers 
were invited to the school to give painting les-
sons and help the students with their works of 
art. After the competition, the team made a bon-
fire for the children and celebrated by showing 
them the art of roasting marshmallows.  
     While our mornings were spent on the beach, 
and our afternoons in the local school, we also 
found the time to pursue various community pro-

jects. January saw a visit from Lion’s Thailand who  came to see the newly completed 
part of Lion’s Village. They also stopped by Baan T ao to discuss our new joint pro-
ject to improve the environmental conditions and li velihood in the village.  

Early in January, the Naucrates staff visited the v illage of Toong Dap for 
Children’s Day, where they met and discussed the pr oject with local people. They 
also joined in the fun and games, consuming one or two ice pops! Kung Fu lessons 
were also given by a volunteer, Lucia, to the child ren and were very popular. 

 
In March, an experienced massage lady, Ying, 

was invited to the island to provide Thai Massage 
training for the village woman. The Naucrates 
staff was pleased to act as test subjects during 
the training sessions. Finally, in April, a team 
of veterinarians will visit the island to vacci-
nate the many dogs that roam the village. An im-
portant project for the health and safety of both 
dogs and villagers! Throughout this time, all the 
volunteers happily participated in the home-stay 
program. 

 

The start of the year 2009 has been very busy 
for Naucrates on the island of Koh Phra Thong. We h ave seen the successful con-
tinuation of many projects from previous years, and  the beginnings of new and in-
teresting projects for the years to come. 
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5th International Symposium on SEASTAR2000 and 
Asian Bio-logging Science — Bangkok 

�� � � 	�� � � � � 
 � � � �	�� 
 � 	 �� � � � 	�� � � � � 
 � � � �	�� 
 � 	 �� � � � 	�� � � � � 
 � � � �	�� 
 � 	 �� � � � 	�� � � � � 
 � � � �	�� 
 � 	 � � ���
� � � � 
 � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � � � 
 � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � � � 
 � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � � � 
 � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � ���

 
After the great success of the first, second and th ird Naucrates Photographer of the 
Year Competition, Naucrates is now proposing to con tinue the initiative in order to in-
volve all of you who participated in Naucrates fiel d work or who have the passion for 
being a photographer.  
It is an amateur competition, everybody can partici pate (you are not 

required to be a professional photographer!).  
Details at www.naucrates.org 

     The 5th International Symposium on SEASTAR2000  and 
Asian Bio-logging Science (The 9th SEASTAR2000 Work shop took 
place in Bangkok, Thailand on March 5/6,2009. Aim o f the  
symposium is to promote the exchange of knowledge a nd ex-
periences among researchers in ASEAN countries and Japan to 
perform SEASTAR2000 project and related projects.   
    The symposium was organized by Japanese institu tes and 
Thai institutes including Kyoto University, Fisheri es Labo-
ratory of Kinki University, JSPS Bangkok Office, Ja panese 

Society  of Bio-logging Science, Department of Mari ne and 
Coastal Resources of Thailand and Department of Fis heries of 
Thailand. 
   Monica Aureggi, Naucrates Project Director parti cipated 
to the workshop from 2001 to 2004 presenting progre ss and 
update of the conservation project at Ko Phra Thong .  
   On 5th March 2009, Monica gave a presentation wi th ti-
tle:”THIRTEEN YEARS OF SEA TURTLES CONSERVATION IN SOUTH 
THAILAND: ARE WE AVOIDING THE EXTINCTION?”. The wor kshop is 
an important occasion to meet colleagues’ working i n Asia 
and share experiences and knowledge. 


